



The signs of Christ’s return 


	 1. Spiritual deception 

	 2. World-wide conflict 

	 3. Natural disasters 

	 4. Persecution of believers 

	 5. Defection from faith 

	 6. Proclamation of the faith 

	 7. Abomination of desolation  


Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of 
desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),


	 	 

Dan 9:24-27 

 

The 70 Weeks of Daniel

69 weeks
O.T. 

(Church Age)
????

1 week
Tribulation

Abomination 
of desolation
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Daniel 7 - The most comprehensive and detailed 

	 account of future events found in the O.T..


A panoramic view of God’s redemptive plan	for Israel . It covers 

the time of Daniel to the Millennium and the eternal state.  


Daniels dream is similar but different. 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream Ch  [2] 

Feet = 10 Toes, 10 horns, 10 kings 

Gold Silver Bronze Iron Iron / Clay 

Antichrist 

1. Babylonian 
Empire

2. Medo-Persian 
Empire

3. Greek  
Empire

4. Roman
Empire

5. Revived Roman
Empire

Tribulation 

Iron  Iron
Clay  

Daniel’s dream in Ch 7 

METALS BEASTS 

From man’s perspective is 
glorious and impressive 

From God’s perspective is 
brutal and ferocious. 



Daniel 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel 
saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then 
he wrote the dream down and related the following summary of 
it. 2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and 
behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 
3 “And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different 
from one another. 


“four great beasts”  

	Daniel 7:17 ‘These great beasts, which are four in number, 
are four kings who will arise from the earth.


“winds of heaven”  

“stirring up” the great sea 


“four” winds


	 	 1. Babylonian Empire - 612-539 B.C.  

4 “The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I 
kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted 
up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a 
man; a human mind also was given to it. 


	 	 “lion”  

“wings of an eagle”  

“wings were plucked”  

 		 	 Story of Nebuchadnezzar in ch 4 
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2. Medo-Persia Empire - 538-331 B.C.  

5 “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. 
And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its 
mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour 
much meat!’ 


“bear”  

“was raised up on one side”  

“three ribs” 

“‘Arise, devour much meat!’” 
  

3. Greek Empire - 330-63 B.C.  

6 “After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a 
leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast 
also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 


“leopard”  

“four wings”  

“four heads” 

	 4. Roman Empire - 63 B.C. - A.D. 474 
		 


7 “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, 

a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; 

and it had large iron teeth.


	 “dreadful, terrifying and extremely strong” and 


4



“large iron teeth”  

It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder 

with its feet;


	  
and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, 

and it had ten horns. 


	 “ten horns” (very important) 
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Chapters 2, 7, 9 of Daniel’s Outline of the Future

Lion Bear Leopard Beast Antichrist
1. Babylonian 

Gold
2. Medo-Persian 

Silver
3. Greek  
Bronze

4. Roman 
Iron

5. R. Roman 
Iron / Clay

69 Weeks 1 WeekChurch

Tribulation
10 kings + 1

70 Weeks



	 	 Prophetic foreshortening in Daniel in ch 9 

Daniel 9:26–27 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah 
will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince 
who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its 
end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined. 


27 “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one 
week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to 
sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations 
will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 
makes desolate.”


	 	 Daniel did not know there would be a gap between 

	 	 	 (26) and (27) 


	 

Revelation 17:12–14 “The ten horns which you saw are 

ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they 
receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 


	 “one hour” [hora] - a set time or event 

	 	 	 

	 	 	 Here it refers to 3 1/2 yrs. 


(Rev. 11:2, 3; 12:6, 12, 14; 13:5; 18:10, 17, 19).


13 “These have one purpose, and they give their power and 
authority to the beast. 14 “These will wage war against the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him 
are the called and chosen and faithful.”
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8 “While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, 
a little one, 


	 This other horn “a little one” = Antichrist 

	 

came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled 
out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed 
eyes like the eyes of a MAN and a mouth uttering great 
boasts. 

  Daniel gets a vision of the end.  

Daniel 7:9–12 “I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the 
Ancient of Days took His seat (Authority) ; His vesture was like 
white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne 
was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 “A 
river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; 
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads 
upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the 
books were opened. 11 “Then I kept looking because of the 
sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I 
kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was 
destroyed and given to the burning fire.


	 Jesus approaches the Father.  

13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the 
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He 
came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 
14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That 
all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve 
Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not 
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pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be 
destroyed. 


The explanation of the dream (15-28).  

	The 4 beasts 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and 
the visions in my mind kept alarming me. 16 “I approached one 
of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact 
meaning of all this. (8:16; 9:21)


God’s promise to Israel. 

18 ‘But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’


19 “Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth 
beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly 
dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and 
which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder 
with its feet, 20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on 
its head and the other horn which came up, and before which 
three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a 
mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in 
appearance than its associates.


The judgment of the beasts.  

21 “I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the 
saints and overpowering them 22 until the Ancient of Days 
came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the 
Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took 
possession of the kingdom. 
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The scope of the beast’s kingdom. 

23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on 

the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms 
and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  

	 Explanation of the ten horns / the little horn 

24 ‘As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; 
and another will arise after them, and he will be different from 
the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 25 ‘He will 
speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of 
the Highest One, (great oppression) and he will intend to make 
alterations in times and in law; 


Facts about the Antichrist: 

	 	 1. The Antichrist arises among 10 other kings 

	 	 2. He will uproot 3 of them.  

	 	 3. He has eyes (great intelligence). 

	 	 4. He will be arrogant / boastful. 

	 	 5. He will make alterations in times and in law. 


	 	 6. He will be given full authority for a specified period 

	 	 	   of time.  

 and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half 
a time. 


“a time, times, and half a time” 
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   “a time” = ONE year 


	 “times” = TWO years 

	 “half a time” = SIX months 


		 	 	 Total of 3 1/2 years  

Revelation 12:14 But the two wings of the great eagle were 
given to the woman, so that she could fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a 
time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 
serpent. 

Revelation 12:6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness 
where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she 
would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days. 

 
1260 days - 3 1/2 years  

Revelation 11:2 “Leave out the court which is outside the 
temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the 
nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for 
forty-two months.


	42 months = 3 1/2 years 


Then in Rev 13:5 - he gives the exact timeline 

		 for the Antichrist 


Revelation 13:5 There was given to him (Antichrist) a 
mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and 
authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.


42 months = 3 1/2 years 
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	 The Antichrist’s judgment  

26 ‘But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be 
taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever. 


27 ‘Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the 
people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an 
everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey 
Him.’ 


 Daniel’s response 

28 “At this point the revelation ended. As for me, Daniel, my 
thoughts were greatly alarming me and my face grew pale, but I 
kept the matter to myself.”
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The 70 Weeks of Daniel  (490 years)

Decree of 
Artaxerxes
444 B.C.

69 weeks (483 yrs)
7 weeks 62 weeks

Messiah 
the Prince

Destruction 
of Jerusalem

in 70 A.D.

Church 
Age 

1 week (7 yrs) 
Tribulation

Abomination 
of desolation

Two feet – 10 horns, 
10 kings and the 

Antichrist will 
persecute Israel 



Discussion Guide  

1. With what we’ve learned, how do we know that the  
    antichrist has not yet been revealed?  
 
2. Review what we know the Antichrist will do once he rises to 

	   power. How might this keep us from error like many in the 

	   past to claimed to know who the antichrist is?    
 
3. We saw God’s providence in the “winds of heaven.” What  
    does that mean and how can that encourage us with our 

    current situation as well as the upcoming election? 


4. How have the last three messages affected your perspective 

	   on end time prophecy? Has it become more clear? Are you 

	 	 more confused? Are you encouraged and emboldened 

	 	 or has it made you fearful and timid? 


ANSWERS: Metals, Beasts, One, Two, Six, 3 1/2, 3 1/2, 3 1/2, 
3 1/2
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The signs of Christ’s return 


	 1. Spiritual deception 

	 2. World-wide conflict 

	 3. Natural disasters 

	 4. Persecution of believers 

	 5. Defection from faith 

	 6. Proclamation of the faith 

	 7. Abomination of desolation  


Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of 
desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),


	 	 

Dan 9:24-27 

 

The 70 Weeks of Daniel

69 weeks
O.T. 

(Church Age)
????

1 week
Tribulation

Abomination 
of desolation
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Feet = 10 Toes, 10 horns, 10 kings 

Gold Silver Bronze Iron Iron / Clay 

Antichrist 

1. Babylonian 
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Empire
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Empire

Tribulation 

Iron  Iron
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Daniel 7 - The most comprehensive and detailed 

	 account of future events found in the O.T..


A panoramic view of God’s redemptive plan	for Israel . It covers 

the time of Daniel to the Millennium and the eternal state.  


Daniels dream is similar but different. 








	  
Daniel 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel 
saw a dream and visions (revelation) in his mind as he lay on 
his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the 
following summary of it. 2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my 
vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 
stirring up the great sea. 3 “And four great beasts were coming 
up from the sea, different from one another. 


“four great beasts”  

	Daniel 7:17 ‘These great beasts, which are four in number, 
are four kings who will arise from the earth.


“winds of heaven”  

“stirring up” the great sea 
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Nebuchadnezzar’s dream Ch  [2] Daniel’s dream in Ch 7 

METALS BEASTS 

From man’s perspective is 
glorious and impressive 

From God’s perspective is 
brutal and ferocious. 



“four” winds


	 	 1. Babylonian Empire - 612-539 B.C.  

4 “The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I 
kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted 
up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a 
man; a human mind also was given to it. 


	 	 “lion”  

“wings of an eagle”  

“wings were plucked”  

 		 	 Story of Nebuchadnezzar in ch 4 


2. Medo-Persia Empire - 538-331 B.C.  

5 “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. 
And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its 
mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour 
much meat!’ 


“bear”  

“was raised up on one side”  

“three ribs” 

“‘Arise, devour much meat!’” 
  

3. Greek Empire - 330-63 B.C.  
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6 “After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a 
leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast 
also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 


“leopard”  

“four wings”  

“four heads” 

	 4. Roman Empire - 63 B.C. - A.D. 474 
		 


7 “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, 

a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; 

and it had large iron teeth.


	 “dreadful, terrifying and extremely strong” and 

“large iron teeth”  

It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder 

with its feet;


	  
and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, 

and it had ten horns. 


	 “ten horns” (very important) 
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	 	 Prophetic foreshortening in Daniel in ch 9 

Daniel 9:26–27 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah 
will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince 
who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its 
end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; 
desolations are determined. 


27 “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one 
week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to 
sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations 
will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 
destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 
makes desolate.”


	 	 Daniel did not know there would be a gap between 
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Chapters 2, 7, 9 of Daniel’s Outline of the Future

Lion Bear Leopard Beast Antichrist
1. Babylonian 

Gold
2. Medo-Persian 

Silver
3. Greek  
Bronze

4. Roman 
Iron

5. R. Roman 
Iron / Clay

69 Weeks 1 WeekChurch

Tribulation
10 kings + 1

70 Weeks



	 	 	 (26) and (27) 


	 

Revelation 17:12–14 “The ten horns which you saw are 

ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they 
receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 


	 “one hour” [hora] - a set time or event 

	 	 	 

	 	 	 Here it refers to 3 1/2 yrs. 


(Rev. 11:2, 3; 12:6, 12, 14; 13:5; 18:10, 17, 19).


13 “These have one purpose, and they give their power and 
authority to the beast. 14 “These will wage war against the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him 
are the called and chosen and faithful.”


8 “While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, 
a little one, 


	 This other horn “a little one” = Antichrist 

	 

came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled 
out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed 
eyes like the eyes of a MAN and a mouth uttering great 
boasts. 

  Daniel gets a vision of the end.  

Daniel 7:9–12 “I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the 
Ancient of Days took His seat (Authority) ; His vesture was like 
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white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne 
was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 “A 
river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; 
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads 
upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the 
books were opened. 11 “Then I kept looking because of the 
sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I 
kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was 
destroyed and given to the burning fire.


	 Jesus approaches the Father.  

13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the 
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He 
came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 
14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, 
(Millennial kingdom) That all the peoples, nations and men of 
every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one 
Which will not be destroyed. 


The explanation of the dream (15-28).  

	 	 The 4 beasts 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and 
the visions in my mind kept alarming me. 16 “I approached one 
of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact 
meaning of all this. (8:16; 9:21)


God’s promise to Israel. 

18 ‘But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’
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19 “Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth 
beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly 
dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and 
which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder 
with its feet, 20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on 
its head and the other horn which came up, and before which 
three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a 
mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in 
appearance than its associates.


The judgment of the beasts.  
of the beast (21-22)  

21 “I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the 
saints and overpowering them 22 until the Ancient of Days 
came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the 
Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took 
possession of the kingdom. 


The scope of the beast’s kingdom. 

23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on 

the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms 
and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  

	 Explanation of the ten horns / the little horn 

24 ‘As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; 
and another will arise after them, and he will be different from 
the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 25 ‘He will 
speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of 
the Highest One, (great oppression) and he will intend to make 
alterations in times and in law; 


39



Facts about the Antichrist: 

	 	 1. The Antichrist arises among 10 other kings 

	 	 2. He will uproot 3 of them.  

	 	 3. He has eyes (great intelligence). 

	 	 4. He will be arrogant / boastful. 

	 	 5. He will make alterations in times and in law. 


	 	 6. He will be given full authority for a specified period 

	 	 	   of time.  

 and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half 
a time. 


“a time, times, and half a time” 

   “a time” = ONE year 


	 “times” = TWO years 

	 “half a time” = SIX months 


		 	 	 Total of 3.5 years  

Revelation 12:14 But the two wings of the great eagle were 
given to the woman, so that she could fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a 
time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 
serpent. 

Revelation 12:6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness 
where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she 

40



would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days. 

 
1260 days - 3 1/2 years  

Revelation 11:2 “Leave out the court which is outside the 
temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the 
nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for 
forty-two months.


	42 months = 3 1/2 years 


Then in Rev 13:5 - he gives the exact timeline 

		 for the Antichrist 


Revelation 13:5 There was given to him (Antichrist) a 
mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and 
authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.


42 months = 3 1/2 years 


	 The Antichrist’s judgment  

26 ‘But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be 
taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever. 


27 ‘Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all 
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the 
people of the saints of the Highest One (Israel); His kingdom 
will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve 
and obey Him.’ 


 Daniel’s response 
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28 “At this point the revelation ended. As for me, Daniel, my 
thoughts were greatly alarming me and my face grew pale, but I 
kept the matter to myself.”
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Chapters 2, 7, 9 of Daniel’s Outline of the Future
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