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his father. Peter denied the Lord and came full circle when he preached at
Pentecost. The area of disobedience becomes the entrance ramp to further future
growth. If you get out of the will of God and stop doing things like giving, praying,
church attendance, or reading the Word, then the area of neglect is the place
where you must obey to be what God wants you to be and do His will. God's people
here have come full circle, but they are still failing in some areas as before.”
Mattoon

About Verse 1: The message from God is that the privilege of going into the PL is
no small thing. It comes at no small price. The fulfillment of God’s judgment is

crystal clear in the death of Miriam. The generation that refused to enter Canaan
would die in the wilderness. No exceptions! Even if you were related to Moses...

Today: Do people think they have a special exemption from God,
believing they are a special case, with their own arrangement with the
Lord?

Il. Verses 2-13: We arrive at two
Contention #1:
the children of Israel contended with the LORD.
“Content...satisfied, not displeased.
Contention...a struggle, debate, controversy.
Contentious...quarrelsome.
Contend...to struggle in rivalry.

The younger generation is displeased. They are quarrelsome with leadership.

Digging deeper: Exodus 17:5 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the
people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your
rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 "Behold, | will stand before you there
on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it,
that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7
So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention
of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD
among us or not?"

Massah means tempted.

Meribah means contention.

Previously God did tell Moses to the rock. Now in Kadesh God
said to to the rock. God wanted the people to see that the
word of God could bring forth life-giving water.

The younger generation is now in charge, and they sound just like their
forefathers. His sister has just died. And Moses slips up.

Contention #2:

Moses walks right out of church where he met with God and yells at the people
in anger. He lectures the nation with an attitude in his heart he has not shown
before. Moses has a bitter heart. He strikes the rock...twice.

e He did what God said. A momentary loss of
self-control changed everything. This is of course the act that keeps
Moses and Aaron out of the PL.

) e Moses allowed his attention to shift to the behavior of others rather
than focusing on the activity of God.

e Then and now: No one is righteous enough to enter the PL. Thankfully
we have the eternal fountain of life in Christ. John 7:38 & John 4:10-
155

e Oddly enough, in the face of this contentious people God gives them
the water! Despite the sinful attitudes and action God still
provided...abundantly.

HMMMA##1: Moses’ attitude, anger, words, and actions made God look no different
than an angry man or one of the temperamental pagan gods.

HMMM #2: God uses imperfect instruments...the fact that God uses someone is
not evidence that that someone is really right with God or that they are actually
ministering according to God’s heart.

lll. Verses 14-21: Brother refuses .

Digging deeper: Gen 36:6-8: °Then Esau took his wives and his sons and

his daughters and all his household, and

his livestock and all his cattle and all his goods which he had acquired in

the land of Canaan, and went to another land away from his brother Jacob. 7 For
their property had become too great for them to live together, and

the land where they sojourned could not sustain them because of their livestock.
8So Esau lived in the hill country of Seir; Esau is Edom.

The use of brother in Numbers 20:14 refers back hundreds of years (Esau/Jacob).



